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Bringing people together 


SADNESS AND GRATITUDE 


of heartfelt gratitude for all that she 

has been to the Movement, that 
we record the death of our Patron, 
Her Majesty the Queen Mother. As 
Duchess of York, in 1926 Her Majesty 
accepted this office for the Toc H 
League of Women Helpers (which 
later became the Toc H Women's 
Association - Ed) and in the same year 
visited our then headquarters and 
hostel, New June, on Tower Hill where 
she met staff, some members and 
helped to stir the Christmas pudding. 
Her Majesty's presence at all the 
women's Festivals was always a joy 
and inspiration, as she lit the new 
lamps and spoke to us showing real 
understanding of our work and 
widening fellowship. Crutched Friars 
House became headquarters in 1938 
and our Patron came to call and 
inspect the premises even before we 
had fully moved in. When travelling 
overseas Her Majesty was quick to 
notice a Toc H badge at receptions 
and garden parties in a number of 
countries and asked for news of Toc H 
locally, and when time permitted she 
would visit headquarters. At one 
Festival, when the Burgomaster of 
Poperinge and his wife were 
presented to her, she at once held a 
conversation with them in French 
asking for news of Poperinge 
members and the Old House. 


Toc H 


Toc H is committed to building a fairer 
society by working with communities to 
promote friendship and service, confront 
prejudice and practise reconciliation. 


f: is with deep sadness and a sense 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
works to break down barriers between people 
by challenging their prejudices about others 
and the divisions which exist in society. lts 
work is based on Christian principles, and 


people of all faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 
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H.R.H the Duchess of York visits “New June” in 1934 - 


escorted by Tubby Clayton and, right, Alison Macfie. 


A great many people with problems 
and in trouble wrote to the Queen 
Mother asking for help. A number of 
these letters were sent to our General 
Secretary requesting investigation and 
assistance. These ‘Queen's cases’, as 
we called them, were usually dealt 
with by a member of staff, often 
making many visits and always 
reporting back, at her request, to our 
Patron. This again showed her great 
concern for people and their difficulties. 


Others may well write of Her 
Majesty's friendship with Tubby, her 
interest in All Hallows and presence 
at its rededication in 1957, the 
encouragement she gave to the 
Winant and Clayton Volunteers and 
her official opening of the Toc H house 


Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 
tackling social problems, such as loneliness 
and deprivation, through an approach which 
emphasises self-help, and encourages people 
to accept responsibility for themselves and 
their local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are the 
inspiration for its members. 

These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are set 
out on page 2. 


Toc H Is a registered charity No 211042. 


in Hackney, Prideaux House, in 1962. 


In 1956 Her Majesty wrote an 
introduction to Alison Macfie's first 
book on the early history of the 
League of Women Helpers; here is 
the final paragraph: ‘| send my best 
wishes for the continued success of 
the Women’s Association, in whose 
work I have been so deeply and 
personally interested since 1926’. 


That interest continued to the end, 
and we thank God for it. 


Elizabeth Worth 


Elizabeth Worth was formerly General 
Secretary of the Toc H Women's 
Association. See page 3 for a further 
tribute, and a report on the State Funeral. 
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Preparing for Council 


Clow Beck Children’s Farm 


Springtime at Lindridge 
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| ...to David Wood, who has joined 
the staff as the new Friendship 
Circle Development Officer for the 
South Bucks Circles. He will be 
based at Central Services - see 
back page notice. 


ince November the CEC has 
been working hard at the 
task set by Central Council. 


The task was in four parts: 


To provide for a directly elected 
ttee of Toc H 


Welcome to our 


New Members 
Russell Sherry, Matthew Hunt - 
N.Wales and N.West 

Joy Welghell, Charles Broadhead, 
Pamela Broadhead - Buckingham 
Malcolm Grundy - N.E. 

Terence Drummond, Alice Westlake, 
Stewart McPhillips - S.E. 

Frances Burbage - Crewkerne 
Maureen Groom - Pytchley (W) 
Pauline Edwards - Ashby-de-la Zouch (W) 


Guest Members 
Nesta McLellan - S.W. 
Jo Dawson - S.E. 


Youth Member 


Kirsty Lander - S.E. 

Graham Jones, Kirsty Minshall, 
Daniel Edwards, Damion Edwards, 
John Edwards, Terry Edwards - 
N.Wales and N. West 


management commi ee 
National by the members (this is 


the single structure); 

To maintain for the time being 
the existing regional structure of 
Toc H National; 

To provide appropriate 


arrangements as regards 
accountability of Toc H branches; 


To submit the revised Royal Charter 
to the Privy Council for approval. 


The CEC has achieved each of these 
tasks. The Royal Charter is with the 
Privy Council and there has been full 
consultation with branches over the 
proposed Branch Regulations. 


These regulations are a direct 
replacement for Signpost and have 
been welcomed by the branches who 
were consulted. 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 


. Friendship - “To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 

. Service - 'To Build Bravely’ - 
to give personal service. 

. Fairmindedness - ‘To Think Falrly’ - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one’s 
own convictions. 

. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practise 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. 

Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Polnt of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Fairmindedness’. tt seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 
Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mail: Info@toch.org.uk 

Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 
Next copy deadline: 17th July 2002. 


A full copy of the current editorial policy 
is available on request from the Editor. 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or of Toc H. 
While Point 3 is made avallable to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 

The Editors reserve the right to cut 

or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 


Printed on chiorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


As far as the developments 
approved by Council are concerned, 
we have moved a long way in a 
short time. | can list a number of 
achievements, these include: 


A refocused and committed 
National Development Team: 


Significant developments in 
Families under Pressure, Friendship 
Circles, Volunteer Programme and 
Talbot Centres; 


| would like to extend my heartfelt 
thanks to all members who spared 
the time and effort to fill in the 
questionnaires we recently sent 
with Point 3. The response (so far, 
| hasten to add, as we are still 
receiving completed forms on a 
daily basis), has been very positive, 
It is very exciting and encouraging 
to discover that the charity 
consists of so many talented and 
qualified individuals with a broad 
range of activities and skills. These 
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MEMBERSHIP DATABASE - THE QUESTIONNAIRE. 


By Geoff Smit: ,, Directo 
i 


Five new staff appointments since 
Council. These are an Outreach 
Worker in East London, Friendship 
Circle workers in South Bucks, 
Runcorn and Rhyl and a National 
Talbot Centre Development Officer: 


New partnerships are developing in 
Croydon, Cheshire, Leeds, North 
Wales, South Bucks, Jersey ang 
Tunbridge Wells. 


Additionally there has been a 
remarkably positive response to 
the new membership letter. 


The final resolution from Council in 
November 2001 related to the 
addressing of ‘funding concerns’. So 
far the CEC has not addressed this 
issue other than considering a draft 
reserves policy at its meeting on May 
18th 2002. This policy reflects new 
recommendations from the Charity 
Commission known as SORP which 
allow us to designate specific funds 
for particular purposes. The new 
reserves policy will assist not only 
our regular budgeting but also our 
fundraising in the future. 


In the light of these achievements it 
is imperative that Council gives its full 
support to the CEC at the Special 
Council meeting in June. There will 
only be one item on the agenda. This 
will be the adoption of the new Royal 
Charter. There will be a full debate 
and all opinions will be respected in 
the spirit of Point Three but we do not 
have the luxury of further hesitation, 
the debate must be conclusive. 


range from conjuring to gardening, 
from bowls to driving Harley 
Davidson motorbikes! 


May | encourage those of you 
who have not yet returned your 
forms to please do so? This helps | 
us both to learn new information 
and also to keep accurate and up 
to date records. 


Best wishes to you all. 


Mukesh Varia 
Central Services 


tis hard Kroes shat to add to 
J columns of words that have 
already been written about 

Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. 
She holds a very special place in the 
hearts of millions, as a member of 
the Royal Family and at the same 
time as someone felt to be deeply 
human, warm and caring. 


As a close friend of Tubby Clayton, 
as Patron of the Toc H Women’s 
Association and then Patron of the 
combined Movement, she was 
present at many important events 
in the life of Toc H, from the 
opening of Talbot House on Tower 
Hill, via the opening of the rebuilt 
All Hallows church and the new 
Prideaux House in Hackney to the 
opening of Clayton House in 
Crawley. And for nearly 20 years she 
made a point each summer of 
entertaining the American Winant 
Volunteers at Clarence House. More 
often than not she came straight 
from a Garden Party at Buckingham 
Palace, spent two hours or so 
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standing, talking to the young 
Americans and then went on to a 
dinner engagement. The life of a 
Royal Personage demands stamina. 


Those were remarkable occasions. 
We talked, in the unreal setting of 
this quiet, beautiful garden in the 
heart of London, about life in 
Toxteth or Balsall Heath, Stepney or 
the Gorbals. And to many of those 
invited to meet us we might just as 
well have been talking about the 
South Sea islands (I'll never forget 
the lady who asked in a puzzled 
voice: ‘Are there slums in England?’) 
But with Queen Elizabeth it was 
different. She knew all about the 
realities of life for the poor and 
vulnerable and she showed an 
obviously genuine concern. 


The occasions had a strangely 
informal formality. We were all 
dressed with unaccustomed 
elegance, as though for a wedding. 
We were nervous and stiff in this 
unusual! setting. However, we were 
rapidly put at our ease by members 


i 


of the Household who seemed 
casual and relaxed. For them it was 
almost like a holiday, an occasion 
when no bricks could possibly be 
dropped, no protocol broken. But it 
was not just that. I think the tone 
of informal formality was set by 
Queen Elizabeth herself. 


| remember one year we noticed 
that in place of the usual dainty 
canapés there were some solid- 
looking sausage rolls and her 
Majesty said to me, with what was 
almost but not quite a grin ‘I noticed 
last year that the young people 
seemed rather hungry so I've 

asked for something rather more 
substantial for them this year’. At 
the same time that tiny, upright 
figure was very much a Queen, 

who maintained a proper distance. 
It was, | believe, that combination 
of regal remoteness with human 
warmth which earned her an abiding 
place in all our affections 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 


THE STATE FUNERAL 


he Sth April was a solemn 
occasion in the life of the 
nation. A private family grief 


was shared with the whole country 
and Westminster Abbey, as it has 
on previous occasions, played the 
role of national parish church. | was 
invited to attend the funeral service 
to represent Toc H because the 
Queen Mother was our Royal 
Patron. Angela Gregory was also 
invited to represent the staff. 


We had to be seated by 10.30 a.m. 
When we arrived at Westminster 
Underground station we quickly 
realised that the crowd had been 
waiting for some considerable time 
and that the route to the Abbey’s 
west door was already blocked. One 
of the 2500 police on duty pointed 
us towards the pedestrian route via 
Whitehall. As we approached the 
Abbey our tickets were checked a 


number of times, such was the level 
of security, and soon we were 
seated along with other members of 
the Queen Mother's various charities 
and members of the Armed Forces 
including a number of officers from 
Commonwealth countries. 


The principal mourners fram politics 
and from the Royal families of a 
number of European countries 
arrived, followed by our own Royal 
family. Her Majesty the Queen arrived 
alone ahead of the coffin, which was 
carned by a party of bearers from 
the Royal Irish Guards, etched on 
their faces as they strained beneath 
the weight of the casket was the 
weight of duty borne on behalf of a 
grieving family and nation. Prince 
Philip, accompanied by the Queen 
Mother's grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren, escorted the coffin. 


The service was conducted by the 


Dean of Westminster and the sermon 
preached by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury but what was significant 
to me was that the order of service 
was that which would have been 
used in any parish church in the 
Church of England and that seemed 
entirely fitting and appropriate. 


| was honoured to have been invited 
on such an historic occasion to 
represent Toc H, whose founder, 
Tubby Clayton, was a personal 
friend of the Queen Mother and to 
participate in an event which was 
unique in the life of the nation. 


On the way home carrying the 
Order of Service, with Angela 
Gregory in black and wearing a 
large black hat, a fellow commuter 
asked ‘Was it a great occasion?’ 
‘Yes’, we replied, ‘it was and it was 
a privilege to have been present’. 


Geoffrey Smith 
-33 


In April we invited readers to ‘Tell 
the Tale’ of their Toc H journey 
and its effect on their Faith. This 
series starts with an interview 
the Editor had recently with a 
former volunteer. 


heepy Magna sounds like 

the quintessential English 

village. It lies in a beautiful 
corner of Leicestershire, a few 
miles from Bosworth field, that 
turning point in British history. 
But my expectations of a sleepy 
backwater were soon dispelled by 
seeing the up-market restaurant 
and the expensive new houses. 
This is a thriving community — 
looking forward. Yet did the 
Church, at least, stand as a 
bastion of the past? Well hardly! 
Its vicar, Annette Reed, turned 
out to have been in the first group 
of women to become priests in 
the Church of England, in 1994. 


We met on May Day, with brilliant 
sunshine interspersed with sharp 
downpours, and while parish 
volunteers laboured in the 
vicarage garden. It was our first 
meeting for over twenty years, 
since she was a student volunteer 
on projects in S.Wales. There she 
had her first experience of work 
with the elderly and with people 
with severe physical disabilities, 

in Dan-y-Bryn Cheshire home. | 
asked what had been the impact. 
‘Confidence’, she replied '] had 
never been good in groups but 
those projects gave me great 
confidence. They also broadened 
my experience of life — i knew | 
needed that, and these projects 
met that need. They also gave me 
a real sense of how lucky | was 
personally, compared to some of 
the people with their disabilities, 
and yet meeting them also helped 
me realise that they were far from 
pitiful - the banter and laughter 
prevented that sort of mistake’. 
She is delighted her son Michael is 
now also a Toc H volunteer. 


She progressed to leading projects, 
including some unusual ones. Time 
at the Christian community at 
Little Gidding was highly valued, 
and we shared powerful, and quite 
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Telling Your Tale. 


difficult, memories of a Cameo on 
‘Death and Dying’. 


At the end of her theology 
degree, in Birmingham, Annette 
had ‘gone off God’. She felt 
swamped by too many words, 
too much theology, and needed 
to get out and do something. pois 
led her to a social work course IN 
Cardiff and then off to work in 
Leicester. Throughout, however, 
she had retained a residual faith 
and | asked how she felt that had 
affected her approach to social 
work. She felt that the basics of 
caring and concern for justice, 
although not exclusively Christian, 
were for her very important in a 
Faith based approach. Mainly, 
however, she felt that Faith 
makes a huge difference when 
confronted with desperate human 
situations. As she put it ‘The 
Christian doesn’t have to think ‘Is 
that all there is?’ because he or 
she knows it is not’. For her, the 
often neglected theology of Hope 
made a vital difference. 


‘The Christian doesn’t 
have to think ‘Is that all 
there is?’ because he or 
she knows it is not’ 


In 1981 her dormant faith was 


reawakened through long talks 
with a much loved parish priest, 
and with his help she realised she 
was called to the Ministry. She 
became a lay reader, then deacon 
in 1987 and seven years later 
was ordained priest. She now 
cares for five churches 
comprising one parish. 


And what, | asked, were the 
special qualities women bring to 
the priesthood? She felt women 
often brought special pastoral 
gifts, were good listeners and 
counsellors, especially for women 
with young families. She should 
know - she has brought up two 
children single-handed for the 
past sixteen years! But she also 
felt that often women were 
better at the practicalities, the 
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parish houskeeping, fund-raising 
and so on. Unable to resist, | 
challenged her to be equally clear 
about the special gifts men bring. 
Did | detect she wasn't quite as 
fluent here - or was that my own 
prejudice? She felt men were 
often better at what she calleq 
the ‘charismatic, up-front, stuff’ 
at spontaneous speaking and 
more formal preaching. 


‘The Challenge is to 
preach the Gospel... 


in a way people 
find comprehensible.’ 


‘What is the most difficult thing 
about Faith today?’ | asked. She 
spoke of the tension between 
the inheritance of set Christian 
doctrines, and the need to work 
out how far one really assents to 
them. ‘What do you preach?’ she 
asked. There were some aspects 
of the Faith that she would 
carefully avoid - such as the Virgin 
birth. The challenge, she said, is 
‘trying to preach the Gospel, 
mindful of traditional Christian 
doctrine, but in a way people 

find comprehensible’. Perhaps 
predictably, among her heroes 
she named Bishops David Jenkins 
and Rowan Williams - two men 
not afraid to challenge traditional 
theology and re-interpret it for 
today. Other heroes were the 
brave women who had fought 
for the ordination of women for 
SO many years, and suffered 
considerably along the way. Also 
the unsung parish priest who had 
discerned her vocation, alongside 
Archbishops Desmond Tutu, and 
Michael Ramsay. 


As | left, the air smelt wonderful 
- the scent of earth after rain, 
mingled with bonfire smoke. More 
Parishioners were arriving for a 
meeting. The parish magazine 
she had showed me had given a 
picture of a Christian community 
which was small, but full of life. 
Any confusion between Sheepy 
and sleepy would be quite wrong! 
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In Acril a group, including some with 
slight learning difficulties, visited 
Devon, ‘to enjoy a few days away from 
home’. One volunteer, Steve Smith, 
took the photos and wrote an account 
from which we print these extracts. 


his is the story of twelve folks 

who came together one spring 

weekend at a Toc H country 
cottage. This lucky dozen were the 
guests of one man and his goat. Mike 
and Ossie live high on the hill of the 
village of Kingsteignton at a cottage 
called Lindridge. They often play host 
to parties of people - young and old -- 
in this South Devon haven of peace. 


The people in question came mostly 
from Bristol, though one was from 
Shepton Mallet, one from Solihull and 
another from the badlands of Essex. 
The travellers arrived on Friday evening 
and spent their first night settling in 
and making new acquaintances. 
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The next moming, fuelled with a hearty 
breakfast, the group set forth for the 
pretty seaside port of Brixham. Here 
they shopped or just browsed before 
picnic lunch on the quay. Then on to 
Babbaccombe, where some wandered 
around the model vilage while others 
stepped back in time to Bygones, the 
Victorian shop and museum. 


With the sun trying its hardest to break 
through, the group returned to Lindridge 


where the barbecue was coaxed into 
life. Then, tired by the day's excursions, 
the best entertainment they could 
muster was a game of !-Spy as one by 
one the travellers slipped away to bed. 


On Sunday the house was cleaned 
from top ta battom. The group then 
retired to the ‘Ten Tors’ pub for lunch. 
Then finally a trip to Widdecombe for 
the last few hours of this glorious 
weekend. 


CLOW BECK CHILDREN’S FARM — A BOLD PARTNERSHIP 


oc H is entering one of its most 

imaginative partnerships for years 

We are to be key players in this 
exciting new project - our role is to help 
build this children’s farm. In the process 
we shall also be introducing volunteers 
to the concept of sustainable living and 
alternative, environmentally friendly 
building techniques. 


The Farm will seek to show children that, 
in contrast to the emphasis on a 
technology driven existence, there is an 
equally acceptable lifestyle founded on 
simple practical solutions to the problems 
of everyday living. With a minimum of 
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Toc H's two newest branches are going 
from strength to strength. Vale Royal 
Branch, in Cheshire, have just received a 
donation of £1,000 from the Lloyds TSB 
Foundation for England and Wales towards 
their ‘Fun in the Sands’ project which takes 
local children for a seaside holiday in Rhyl... 


..and Netherfield Branch, in East Sussex, 
have just initiated four new members. 
They have also launched the first 
Netherfield village market, which was a 
huge success, and will become a regular 
monthly feature in the village. The stalls 
ranged from china, books, jewellery, 
knitwear, fleeces, pictures, furniture and 
paintings to plants, cakes, freshly baked 
bread and free-range eggs! 


technology, and through hands on 
experience, children will learn the 
fundamentals of sustainable living. They 
will be taught crafts. be involved in the 
production of food, clothing and simple 
utensils, and experience life in a happy. 
caring, largely self-sufficient community. 


The building itself will be made from low 
environmental impact materials, 
demonstrating exciting alternative ways 
of building in the 21st C. They will use 
local timber and other local materials 
such as lime mortared straw bales. 
Power will be from renewable sources, 
including wind turbines. The Farm work 


As a contribution to Toc H Week, 
Weymouth Branch organised a Toc H tea 
party and invited the Mayor, Councillor 
Mrs Joy Stanley, who duly came. The 
Mayor has just reciprocated by inviting 
members to spend the afternoon at the 
Mayor's Parlour, and our photo shows 
them enjoying their visit. 

Ruth Lyddiard of Kempston Branch, has this 
year been chairman of Dunstable Tangent. 


itself will use a minimum of powered 
machinery, and as far as possible will be 
organic. Through the middle of it flows 
Clow Beck itself, which has sea-trout, 
and in the wooded area nearby there are 
kinafishers and roe deer. 


The overall objective is to teach 
sustainable living, nurture personal self- 
esteem, develop balanced relationships 
in working teams, demonstrate practical 
hands on learning from skilled teachers 
and display the sound use, as oppased 
to abuse, of the environment. 


WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 
Contact details are on the back page. 


Tangent is, as Ruth puts it, ‘where Ladies 
Circlers go once they reach a certain age’. 
Their metto is ‘Let Friendship continue’. While 
mainly a social group, they do organises one 
fund raising event a year, and this year Ruth 
chose Toc H to be the beneficiary. Our photo 
shows her presenting to Margaret Winstanley 
a cheque for £385. 


BRIEF 


<>» 


Dorothy Pepper’s Retirement 


fter almost 15 years as 
housekeeper at Alison House, 
Dorothy Pepper retired on 


the 30th of April. To celebrate this 
special occasion she was taken out 
to Junch by all the staff and 
presented with a watch and a set 
of ear rings. 


On their return to Alison House, Jack 
and Pat Turner, on behalf of all Toc H 
members, then presented Dorothy 
with a presentation cheque for 
£689.00 together with a pot of 
various house plants. This money 
had been donated by members and 
branches throughout the Movement. 


Dorothy's cheerful face, warm 
welcome and her Christian 


“The Prayer of St. Francis” 
by James F Twyman 


Findhorn Press. Price £7.95. 
ISBN 1 899171 54 1 


The character of St Francis of 
Assisi is one which we have 
probably all heard of at some 
point in our lives. He is often 
portrayed as the saint who has a 
special relationship with animals, 
or someone who had some special 
ministry of a Gospel of peace and 
love, or again, as the founder of 
the Franciscan order of monks in 
the Church. 


It is all these aspects of this 
remarkable man's character which 
are captured in this book, following 
him on a joumey with a fellow 
monk, brother Leo, into the Holy 
Land to try to end the war of the 
Crusades by preaching the love of 
Christ to the Islamic Sultan. 


This very readable book, in its 140 
or so pages of text, describes a 
number of encounters that the 
two monks have along the way, 
as brother Leo learns about the 
way of prayer and love from the 
master, by seeing these 
encounters as things which 
illustrate simple, one-line prayers 
given to him. These one-liners are 
finally combined towards the end 
of the book, and given by Francis 
to the Sultan, in what is famously 


determination ‘that nothing is too 
much trouble’ will be sadly missed 
by all who visit Alison House. 


(A letter from Dorothy appears in 
our Letters section - Ed) 


EM Hres 
Dorothy, an e rest of the Alison House 
team, with the ‘big’ cheque! 


BOOK REVIEW 


called “The Prayer of St. Francis”, 
beginning “Make me an 
instrument of thy peace”. 


In an attempt to produce 
language which is both 
contemporary and yet faithful to 
the period of 800 years ago, the 
text can sometimes be a little 
confusing. | found that at the end 
of most chapters | was 
enlightened and up-lifted, but at 
the end of some | was left simply 
asking “What ???”. 


The use of gender can be a bit 
puzzling too. In the text, Francis 
uses the word “Beloved” to call 
his personal experience of God’s 
spirit, and in the course of the 
book uses “He”, “She”, and even 
“It” to refer to that Spirit. | found 
this a little off-putting, but others 
will probably welcome it. 


All in all, this book proves a 
rewarding read, showing Francis 
not only as a monk, a caring 
teacher and saint, but also as a 
real man who struggles with hurts 
and screwed-up emotions just 
like the rest of us, which for me 
made him a little more real. The 
book is one which definitely bears 
repeated reading, and is worth 
coming back to from time to time. 
See what you think. 


David Coleman 
South West Chaplain 


TO MY MANY FRIENDS !N TOC H 

I was overwhelmed to receive the 
cheque for £689.00. Over the past 
fifteen years many visitors to Alison 
House have become good friends, but | 
never imagined in a million years the 
wonderful and kind response | would 
receive on my retirement. 


My heartfelt thanks go out to all of you. 
| pray God's blessing on each one of you 
and say a big ‘thank you’ once again. 


Dorothy Pepper 
Alison House 


THE QUALITY OF A LIFE 

Frances Hopwood was born in 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) 

in February 1944. When she was 17, her 
family were involved in a motor accident 
which killed her father, injured her 
mother and left Frances a quadriplegic. 
The accident occurred the evening of the 
day Frances had been interviewed to 
start training as a nurse. 


She was flown to UK for treatment and 
after nearly two years returned to her 
home in Bulawayo. She was already a 
Toc H member and joined Albany 
Branch of Toc H in Bulawayo. Years 
later her mother felt it wise to move to 
the UK because of the uncertain 
political climate. Frances stayed in 
Cheshire Homes and her longest stay 
was at Le Court Cheshire Home in 
Hampshire. Her last place of residence, 
before she died of a lung infection in 
October 2001, was in a flat in 
Petersfield, which | think was 
connected to the Cheshire Home. 


She wrote a book in 1976 entitled 
“Flight to Recovery”. It was her own 
idea. No one helped her in the work 
which took five years of making notes 
and writing and rewriting, with much 
physical exhaustion and mental 
frustration. She rounded off the 
marathon task by herself typing the 
final manuscript for the printers with 
brilliant efficiency and clarity. Dame 
Molly Gibbs DBE,. wife of the one time 
Governor of Rhodesia, wrote in the 
forward to the book: “...1 suddenly 
realised that it's not the length of life or 
the fullness of it that matters - it's the 
quality of what one puts into it. Here 
was a girl who has had so much more 
than most to contend with...” 


| would be pleased if any Toc H member 
in UK could let me know if they knew 
Frances. | would like to know of her 

Toc H life there. 


Bery! Watson 
P O Box 287 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 


ih M. Potts «~~ in April aged 94. 
Hugh hed peen a member since 1946 and 
padre of Gloucester Branch for 40 years. 
When Chaplain to W.Midlands and S.Wales 
Region he set himself the task of visiting 
every branch in the Region; it took two 
years, but it was completed. 


canon f 


Hugh was an ordained minister before he 
joined Toc H, but was nevertheless required 
to serve a probationary period before 
joining. During this he was instructed in the 
ethos of Toc H, which he found ‘a valuable 
experience’. He often said that Toc H is an 
expression of ‘practical Christianity’ and he 
led by example as he walked beside us on 
our ‘voyage of discovery’. 


When Hugh had to enter a Nursing Home 
about five years ago he continued to attend 
District and Branch meetings, making his 
usual valuable contribution. His last 
attendance was about eight weeks before 
his death. While in the Nursing Home he 
continued his duties as priest; he baptised 
several of the staff's babies, regularly gave 
Communion to staff and residents and 
conducted burial services for residents who 
had been ‘gathered’. One indication of his 
determination to live life as fully as possible 
was that the Nursing Home staff would 
wait to lock up until Hugh had returned 
from Toc H meetings! We are privileged to 
have had Hugh as our Padre and dear 
friend. He set a fine example of Chnstian 
living. We miss him, very much. DN 


John Drinkwater (known to many as Jack’) 
of Tavistock Branch, passed away at the 
end of January, having been a member of 
Toc H for 62 years. Always a central figure 
of Toc H life throughout south Devon, Jack 
will always remain well-loved and admired 
by all who knew him, and he will be greatly 
missed. On the ist Feb, in Horrabridge 
Parish Church, it was standing room only as 
many of us gathered to say goodbye. The 
funeral began by taking light, and 
throughout the service, the Toc H lamp 
remained lit and burned proudly in 
celebration of a life of caring service, well 
lived. Whoever you spoke to, you would 
often hear the same words used to 


May the strength of God empower me 
The wisdom of God direct me 
The spirit of God inspire me 
The love of God enfold me 
The grace of God comfort me 
The joy of God fill me and be upon 


MY FAVOURITE PRAYER 


Evelyn Hunt, of St Albans, writes: ‘Some years ago while at The Old 
Rectory in Crowhurst, Sussex, | came across this prayer. It covers 
everything, as far as | am concerned, and | hope o 


TRIBUTES 


describe Jack, that he was a truly Christian 
gentleman. Rest well, old friend. DKC 


Harpenden Branch members were 
saddened to learn of the death of Alan 
Walton. Alan gave unstintingly of his time 
and the use of his car to the Branch. His 
efforts and influence played a major part in 
branch life and Particularly the weekly fund- 
raising bookstall. He had recently moved 


from Harpenden to be nearer his family in 
Cambridge. TAG 


Ernie Daynes, of Chard Branch, died in 
March. He worked tirelessly for Toc H both 
at branch and district levels, and was 
largely responsible for Chard’s 50th 
Birthday celebration leaflet. The Old House 
benefited too fram his expertise when, in 
1981, he repaired and tuned their piano and 
the large harmonium in the Upper Room. In 
addition, Tubby's portable organ was 
brought to Chard and restored to working 


order by Ernie and another Chard stalwart, 
Arthur Kitch. DT 


Mary Frier, who died peacefully in March, 
joined Stockport Branch in 1939 and gave 
62 years of continuous service in the name 
of Toc H. Mary was a quiet, unassuming, 
gentle lady who was always ready to help 
Toc H efforts such as fundraising, festivals, 
district meetings, and visits to other 
branches in the region. Mary led by 
example - one who was called, chosen and 
faithful - and she leaves many happy 
memores. Her life did shine for all to see, 
and we give thanks for having known and 
shared her life. BH 


Falmouth Branch are sad to report the 
death, in October, of their chairman 

Roy Bearham, who was 76. He had been 
chairman for 12 years and had held other 
offices previously. He was introduced to 
Toc H by his father and he joined on his 
sixteenth birthday. His motto was ‘Service 
is the rent we pay for our room on earth’ 
and he lived up to it in the Branch and in his 
activities in his village of Chacewater. He 
was parish councillor, school governor and 
on the village hall committee. He was also 
on the committee of the Old Cornwall 


ther members like it:’ 


me, today and always. 


Society, he started three Muscular 
Dystrophy groups and pioneered hospital 
radio in Truro. His quiet humour will be 
much missed, but we are glad his widow 
Bernice and his sister Marcia, remain 


members. TR. 


Mollie Sharman, who died in May, was 
chairman of Wakefield Branch. She, and her 
husband Vivian who died 17 months ago, 
were in complete harmony with Toc H and 
served for many years in different 
capacities and offices. AS 


John Stainer and his wife Mabel joined 
Fareham Branch over 25 years ago and 
were staunch and hard working members. 
Mabel, who was disabled, died some years 
ago but John carried on his membership. 
John served the branch as ‘Guardian of the 
Lamp’, a task he was dedicated to. He died 
in April, aged 88. and will be sadly missed 
by all his fiends in Toc H. TF 


W (Bill) P. Aubrey died suddenly in May, in 
hospital. Bill was Treasurer of Gloucester 
Branch for many years, carrying out his 
duties efficiently and with good humour. He 
always took a major role in our activities 
and he will be sorely missed; he was a good 
man and a dedicated Toc H member. DN 


Olive Hillyer, who died peacefully in Aprit, 
aged 88, was a long standing and willing 
member of Wallasey Branch, and a very 
good friend to us all. She will be greatly 

missed by everyone who knew her. PM 


OBITUARIES 


| In February 
| Robert Williams 
| George Berry 


In March 
Evelyn Brier 
| Walter Jackson 


| 

| In April 

| Cecil Griffiths 
Hugh Potts 
Mary Fryer 
Bertha Moffat 
William Soames 
Francis Phillips 
Herbert Hutton 
John Stainer 
Olive Hillyer 
Marjorie Dimoline 


In May 

Roy Bearham 
Mollie Sharman 
William Aubrey 


Criccieth 
Ipswich 


N.E. 
Gorleston 


N.Wales and N.West 
Gloucester 
Stockport 

Mid-East Region 
Northants District 
Birmingham District 
Melton Mowbray 
S.Region 

N.Wales and N.West 
Barton-on-Humber 


Falmouth 
Wakefield 
Gloucester 


A 


3FICE BOARD 
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Toc H has been selected (among other contenders) to help build this farm. This exciting 
venture (of which more details are given on page 5) is a massive undertaking, and we are 
striving to have week-long workcamps there each week in the summer - from mid-June. All 
members are asked to consider if they can either come and help OR commend it to anyone 


else who might wish to come and help. 


e If you care about the environment and want a younger generation to learn about the 


fundamentals of sustainable living... 


e If you have an interest in alternative building techniques... 


e If you'd like to turn your hand to building and learn some new skills... 


@ If you simply want a complete change in the countryside... 


Help us build 


CLOW BECK CHILDREN’S FARM 


The Farm is located in attractive countryside in North Yorkshire, a few miles North of Darlington. 


Volunteers are wanted to help Toc H with this exciting venture. Come for one or more weeks (accommodation and 
food provided) and literally help us build the farm - its housing, workshops, barns and landscaping the grounds. 
Local volunteers welcome on a non-resident basis. 


For further information - see the fuller article ou page 5 or 


Visit www.toch.org.uk Freephone 0800 018 2139 
Or write to: Toc H Volunteer Programme,1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury. HP22 6BT 


WHO'S WHO AND WHO’S WHERE AT 


CENTRAL SERVICES 


Central telephone number 01296 - 623911 
Fax: 01296 - 696137 
Email info@toch.org.uk 
Website www.toch.org.uk 
Sally Courtney - 
Accounts Officer. Direct line 01296 - 626208 
Angela Gregory - 
Administrative Officer 

Tony McMullen - 

part-time Accounts Clerk. 
Michael Tomlinson - 
Wendover Action Group 
print room and Toc H stores 
Mukesh Varia - Database 
Geoff Smith - Director 
David Wood - 

South Bucks Friendship Circles Direct line 01296 - 626203 
Margaret Winstanley - 

P/A to the Director Direct line 01296 - 626207 


Royal Albert Hall box enquiries. Direct line 01296 - 623158 


Direct line 01296 - 626209 


Direct line 01296 - 626204 


Direct line 01296 - 626201 
Direct line 01296 - 626205 
Direct line 01296 - 626210 


WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 2002 


This year's World Chain of Light will be hosted by the 
West Midlands and South Wales Region. The 24 hour vigil 
will be maintained at the Toc H Community House, 

in Birmingham, and the lamp to be used will be the Silver 
Lamp of Wales. As always, the Chain will last from 
9-Op.m. on the 11th December to 9-Op.m. on the 12th. 


TOC H POLO SHIRTS 


Summer is coming and it is time to order your 
polo shirts now. 
White with blue logo in medi/large/ex large. 
Black with white logo in med/large. 
Cost £7 each (plus 50p extra to cover postage). 
Order, enclosing cheque payable to Toc H, from: 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks, HP22 6BT 


SADNESS AND GRATITUDE - 
A POST DOn 


Our tributes all refer to Her 
Majesty's close friendship with E 
Tubby, as well as her support 

for Toc H. On Tubby's death 

the Private Secretary to Her 

Majesty wrote to the Director 

of Toc H as follows: 


'I write at the bidding of Queen 

Elizabeth The Queen Mother to 

convey to you Her Majesty's 

very sincere sympathy on the 

death of Dr Clayton. N 


As you know, Queen Elizabeth was devoted to him 

and her Majesty's association with Tubby Clayton's 

work was both close and long standing, dating back 
to the early days shortly after World War 1. 


It is Queen Elizabeth's fervent hope that the 
movement of which Tubby was the Founder and 


inspiration will continue to prosper and flourish in the 
years ahead’. 
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